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Welcome
Welcome to the second edition of Fishy Tales for May 2020. With Coronavirus and COVID-19 restrictions
being eased across the state and small gatherings now being allowed, fingers crossed that Dinner Meetings
and face-to-face Board Meetings of our Lions Club can recommence soon.
This edition has some interesting articles from Artie Smithers and Phil Cooper as well as the usual stuff, our
“Name the Object, Place or Thing” competition and of course, the Back Pages.

President’s Report
The world is starting to open up again – who has been to a restaurant? Not enough for us to have normal
meetings or for the Markets to get going again though – maybe soon.
We can have small face to face meetings so our Committees can start again. The Distributions Committee
are meeting this week and the BBQ Committee are starting to plan for the future.


Old BBQ Trailer - congratulations to Geoff for selling it and moving it on.



Letter Box Drop of Kiama Council’s Post Card - Well done to our walkers who had Kiama Downs and
Minnamurra done in 3 days. Then we were all set to do Jamberoo when the Council discovered they
had put the wrong phone number on the card! We are not re-doing what we have done but Council
are having the cards reprinted for the remaining areas. I’ll let you know when we can get going again.



Revised Constitution. If you have not already done so, please have a read of David and Michael’s new
constitution with accompanying notes. Talk to them about any concerns you have. I’m hoping to vote
on it at our first face to face meeting without spending any time discussing it on that occasion.



EFPOS. Michael is purchasing the equipment so it will be ready to go when we resume operations.



Salvation Army. You will have received another email from Brian about their on-line appeal. Please
annoy your friends as it is not going as well as our friend Graeme had hoped.

Keep in touch with your buddies, friends and neighbours and stay safe.
Ken

Bike Skills Track Project Update - by Artie Smithers
Whilst there has been some slow progress on the Bike Skills Track Project, with the completion of a
comprehensive soil testing program that did not identify any significant problems, the project now looks to
be proceeding with a little more urgency.
After endorsement at last month’s council meeting, the “Minnamurra Bike Skills Track Reference Group”
has been formed and it met for the first time on Friday 17th April, via Zoom. This group consists of
Councillor Mark Way, Deputy Mayor Andrew Sloan, Director of Engineering Mike Dowd (all from Kiama
Council), Michael Thompson (course designer and recipient with Kiama Council of a government grant of
$50k) and Arthur Smithers representing Minnamurra Lions Club.
Plans for the track and the development of the whole quarry site are well advanced and include skills tracks
designed for beginners, through to advanced riders, picnic facilities, toilets, car parking and extensive
landscaping works.
The project is to be funded with the $50k grant, supplemented with additional funding from the Council
Capital Works budget for the 20/21 financial year. If the additional funding is approved, the project will be
well advanced by Christmas 2021.
At the last council meeting a Motion was presented by Councillor Way, for Council to purchase the Scout
Hall and to reclassify it to Community Land for use as a Community Centre. This motion was unanimously
endorsed by all councillors and could become a reality, with obvious implications for Minnamurra Lions.

Secret Photo Challenge
Two challenges this edition - first correct answers emailed to the editor after publication of this
edition are the winners.

Send
in
your
Secret Photos
Please send in your
secret photos. Simply
email them to the
editor.
Check out the rules in the
May 2020 1st Edition.

Name this plant
Submitted by David Tyson

What is this and where is it ?
Submitted by Anonymous

THE DEADLINE FOR THE
SUBMISSION OF PHOTOS
FOR THE NEXT EDITION IS
5.00pm ON FRIDAY 29TH May

Helping a Homeless Man - by Phil Cooper
On a recent Friday Kevin Lewry and I did some work to assist a man who has had a hard life. I will call him
Bill for confidentiality reasons. We spent about an hour with him and he told us the following things about
his life.
Bill is in his early fifties and was born with a pigeon chest which has developed complications over the
years. He also has many other serious health issues, some of which are the results of being a smoker.
Further to this he received an injury whilst serving in the army which has caused him ongoing issues. He has
been through 5 major operations and there were complications from 2 of these.
His only living relatives are a violent alcoholic brother, who lives in Melbourne, and a son who lives in
England. He unfortunately lost his mother on Christmas Eve a couple of years ago.
Due to his medical conditions he is unable to work and found himself homeless. He was offered and
accepted accommodation in a shelter which was also housing men who had been in jail. Unfortunately, he
had his mobile phone stolen which was his most valuable possession as it had his son’s contact details
stored on it. Consequently, he lost contact with him for over 2 years.
Due to the many serious issues he had with the other residents, Bill decided he would be better off living on
the streets. So, he moved out of the shelter and started sleeping on the sloped embankment behind the
toilet block on Black Beach. He chose this spot because he needs to sleep in a semi upright position due to
his illness. It also offered some protection from the weather although in wet weather he slept on the
concrete floor of the toilet block.
Some people doing their early morning exercise noticed him and his plight quickly got around on Facebook.
This information was brought to the attention of the Homestead of Hope (HOH) in Kiama.
The HOH is a group of people from the Catholic Church who support and prepare meals for the
underprivileged, homeless, victims of domestic abuse etc. Due to Bill’s Facebook publicity the HOH also
received a sizable donation to go towards Bill’s care.
The HOH were able to find temporary accommodation in a townhouse and provide some furniture. In the
meantime, the HOH made application on Bill’s behalf for a Dept of Housing unit. Bill has now been
allocated a unit in Shellharbour City Centre.
This is where Minnamurra Lions became involved. We were asked if we could do some weeding of 3 small
gardens around his townhouse prior to the landlord’s final inspection upon Bill’s departure.
Bill said he wants to make a donation to our club when his financial situation improves. I concur with Kevin
when he said, “this is incredible given he has almost nothing”.
It was a privilege to be able to help such a worthy recipient of our labours. It also puts in perspective our
relatively small problems. Our Lions club raises a lot of money each year which goes to other worthy
recipients, but we rarely see the people we help.

Lion of the Year
You will soon be notified by email about the voting for Lion of the Year. Hetho and Gerard are coordinating
this process this year and will be in touch soon to update you on the next steps in the voting. Watch out for
the email about this important matter.

Letters Received by Our Secretary

The Back Pages
Thanks to all the Lions who sent me items for inclusion on the Back Page. Even if they’re in bad taste or
you think I’ve probably seen them before, just keep them coming!
The Editor
A psychiatrist was conducting a
Group Therapy Session with five
young mothers and
their
small
children.
"You
all
have
obsessions,"
he stated. "I am concerned that these
individual obsessions are going to impact your children."
To the first mother, he said: "Mary,
you are obsessed with eating. You've
even named your daughter Candy."
He turned to the second Mum: "Ann,
your obsession is with money. It
manifests itself in your children's
names of Penny, Goldie and Frank.
He turned to the third Mum, "Joyce:
Your obsession is alcohol. This too
shows itself in your children's names
of Brandy and Sherry. You have even
called your cat Whisky."
He then turned to the fourth Mum:
"June: Your obsession is with
flowers. Your girls are called Rose,
Daphne, and Poppy."
At this point, the fifth mother, Kathy,
quietly got up from her seat, took her
little boy by the hand and
whispered: "Come on Dick, this guy
has no idea what he’s talking about,
grab Fanny and Willy, we're leaving..."
Submitted by Vaughan

The Back Pages

